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BUNKER GARRISON HOUSE, DURHAM, N. H. 


From a photograph taken about 1875, lent by Mrs. Melissa Bunker Emerson 


This number of the Bulletin is devoted to the Bunker garrison house, still existing in a ruined 
condition at Durham, N. H., formerly a part of Dover. Since the burning of the Woodman 
garrison in 1896, this has been the only remaining garrison house of the Oyster River settle- 
ment attacked by the French and Indians in 1694. During the last decade the garrison house 
has been allowed to fall into decay, and not long since the building collapsed. The walls, 
excepting the gable ends, are of hewn hemlock logs nine inches in thickness. Those of the 
southern end are in almost perfect condition and most of those of the front (east), and 
northern end, are still sound. The western side is much decayed, but fortunately the log 
containing the only loophole not later enlarged for a window still exists. The present 
owner is Mrs. John Garvy, widow of Mr. George P. Emerson. 

The Society is collecting views of garrison houses; persons having any they may wish 
to present are invited to communicate with the Librarian. 
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Courtesy of The Hugh C. Leighton Co., Portland, Me. 
DREW GARRISON HOUSE, DOVER, N. H. 


This garrison house was probably owned by John Drew in 1698. It is very solidly con- 
structed of hewn logs, but the gable ends are boards. The windows are a later addition. 
There are two small loopholes in the end shown in this view, one on each side of the win- 
dow. This is one of the least altered and best-preserved garrison houses in New England. 
It is now owned by Mrs. Ellen S. Rounds, a member of this Society. 





BUNKER GARRISON HOUSE, DURHAM, N. H. 


This view, taken about 1903, shows how completely every trace of fortification may be 
lost under a covering of clapboards. Except for the lack of the roof overhang, the con- 
struction is the same as that of the Drew garrison house, the walls being composed of hewn 
logs nine inches in thickness, From a photograph lent by Mrs, Melissa Bunker Emerson, 

























vr ae 


\ / a e ' 
SOUT ase, STRATHAM. > ch 


_ BERWICK 
OH 


| , A Map 

i ~ : 4 of the 

country 
in the 


Vicinity 





of the 

Bunker 
garrison 
. \ \ house, 
Wewinoton Durham, 


7 SA N. H. 











a 


ie 


























EXTRACT FROM 
“HISTORY OF NEW-HAMPSHIRE ”’ 
BY JEREMY BELKNAP 
Philadelphia, 1784, Vol. I, pages 268-277 

THE engagements made by the Indians 
in the treaty of Pemaquid, might have 
been performed if they had been left to 
their own choice. But the French mis- 
sionaries had been for some years very 
assiduous in propagating their tenets 
among them, one of which was ‘ that to 
break faith with hereticks was no sin.’ 
The Sieur de Villieu, who had distin- 
guished himself in defence of Quebec 
when Phips was before it, and had con- 
tracted a strong antipathy to the New- 
Englanders, being now in command at 
Penobscot, he with M. Thury, the mis- 
sionary, diverted Madokawando and the 
other sachems from complying with 
their engagements; so that pretences 
were found for detaining the English 
captives, who were more in number, and 
































of more consequence than the hostages 
whom the Indians had given. Influenced 
by the same pernicious councils, they 
kept a watchful eye on the frontiet 
towns, to see what place was most se- 
cure and might be attacked to the great- 
est advantage. The settlement at Oyster 
river, within the town of Dover, was 
pitched upon as the most likely place ; 
and it is said that the design of surprising 
it was publickly talked of at Quebec two 
months before it was put in execution. 
Rumours of Indians lurking in the woods 
thereabout made some of the people ap- 
prehend danger; but no mischief being 
attempted, they imagined them to be 
hunting parties, and returned to their 
security. At length, the necessary prep- 
arations being made, Villieu, with a body 
of two hundred and fifty Indians, collected 
from the tribes of St. John, Penobscot and 
Norridgwog, attended by a French priest, 
marched for the devoted place. 
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Oyster river is a stream which runs 
into the western branch of Pascataqua ; 
the settlements were on both sides of it, 
and the houses chiefly near the water. 
Here were twelve garrisoned houses suffi- 
cient for the defence of the inhabitants, 
but apprehending no danger, some fami- 
lies remained at their own unfortitied 
houses, and those who were in the gar- 
risons were but indifferently provided for 
defence some being even destitute of 
powder. The enemy approached the 
place undiscovered, and halted near the 
falls on Tuesday evening, the seventeenth 
of July. Here they formed into two 
divisions, one of which was to go on 
each side of the river and plant them- 
selves in ambush, in small parties, near 
every house, so as to be ready for the 
attack at the rising of the sun; the first 
gun to be the signal. John Dean, whose 
house stood by the saw-mill at the falls, 
intending to go from home very early, 
arose before the dawn of day, and was 
shot as he came out of his door. This 
firing, in part, disconcerted their plan; 
several parties who had some distance to 
go, had not then arrived at their stations ; 
the people in general were immediately 
alarmed, some of them had time to make 
their escape, and others to prepare for 
their defence. The signal being given, 
the attack began in all parts where the 
enemy was ready. 

Of the twelve garrisoned houses five 
were destroyed, viz. Adams’s, Drew’s, 
Edgerly’s, Medar’s and Beard’s. They 
entered Adams's without resistance, where 
they killed fourteen persons ; one of them, 
being a woman with child, they ripped 
open. The grave is still to be seen in 
which they were all buried. Drew sur- 
rendered his garrison on the promise of 
security, but was murdered when he fell 
into their hands; one of his children, a 
boy of nine years old, was made to run 









through a lane ot Indians as a mark for 
them to throw their hatchets at, till they 
had dispatched him. Edgerly’s was evac- 
uated ; the people took to their boat, and 
one of them was mortally wounded be- 
fore they got out of reach of the enemy’s 
shot. Beard’s and Medar’s were also 
evacuated and the people escaped. 

The defenceless houses were nearly all 
set on fire, the inhabitants being either 
killed or taken in them, or else in en- 
deavouring to fly to the garrisons. Some 
escaped by hiding in the bushes:and other 
secret places. Thomas Edgerly, by con- 
cealing himself in his cellar, preserved his 
house, though twice set on fire. The 
house of John Buss, the minister, was 
destroyed with a valuable library. He 
was absent, his wife and family fled to 
the woods and escaped. The wife of 
John Dean, at whom the first gun was 
fired was taken with her daughter, and 
carried about two miles up the river, 
where they were left under the care of 
an old Indian while the others returned 
to their bloody work. The Indian com- 
plained of a pain in his head, and asked 
the woman what would be a proper 
remedy: she answered, Occapee, which 
is the Indian word for rum, of which she 
knew he had taken a bottle from her 
house. The remedy being agreeable, he 
took a large dose and fell asleep; and 
she took that opportunity to make her 
escape, with her child, into the woods, 
and kept concealed till they were gone. 

The other seven garrisons, viz. Burn- 
ham’s, Bickford’s, Smith’s, Bunker’s, 
Davis’s, Jones’s and Woodman’s were 
resolutely and successfully defended. At 
Burnham's the gate was left open: The 
Indians, ten in number, who were ap- 
pointed to surprize it, were asleep under 
the bank of the river, at the time that 
the alarm was given. A man within, 
who had been kept awake by the tooth- 








ach, hearing the first gun, roused the 
peopie and secured the gate, just as the 
Indians who were awakened by the same 
noise were entering. Finding themselves 
disappointed, they ran to Pitman’s, a 
defenceless house, and forced the door 
at the moment that he had burst a way 
through that end of the house which was 
next to the garrison, to which he with 
his family, taking advantage of the shade 
of some trees, it being moonlight, hap- 
pily escaped. Still defeated, they at- 
tacked the house of John Davis, which 
after some resistance he surrendered on 
terms; but the terms were violated, and 
the whole family either killed or made 
captives. Thomas Bickford preserved 
his house in a singular manner. It was 
Situated near the river, and surrounded 
with a palisade. Being alarmed before 
the enemy had reached the house, he 
sent off his family in a boat, and then 
Shutting his gate, betook himself alone 
to the defence of his fortress. Despising 
alike the promises and threats by which 
the Indians would have persuaded him 
to surrender, he kept up a constant fire 
at them, changing his dress as often as 
he could, shewing himself with a differ- 
ent cap, hat or coat, and sometimes with- 
out either, and giving directions aloud as 
if he had had a number of men with 
him. Finding their attempt vain, the 
enemy withdrew, and left him sole mas- 
ter of the house which he had defended 
with such admirable address. Smith’s, 
Bunker’s, and Davis’s garrisons, being 
Seasonably apprized of the danger, were 
resolutely defended, one Indian was sup- 
posed to be killed and another wounded 
by a shot from Davis’s. Jones’s garri- 
son was beset before day; Capt. Jones 
hearing his dogs bark, and imagining 
wolves might be near, went out to secure 
some swine and returned unmolested. 
He then went up into the flankart and 


sat on the wall. Discerning the flash of 
a gun, he dropped backward; the ball 
entered the place from whence he had 
withdrawn his legs. The enemy from 
behind a rock kept firing on the house 
for some time and then quitted it. Dur- 
ing these transactions the French priest 
took possession of the meeting-house, 
and employed himself in writing on the 
pulpit with chalk ; but the house received 
no damage. 

Those parties of the enemy who were 
on the south side of the river having 
completed their destructive work, col- 
lected in a field adjoining to Burnham’s 
garrison, where they insultingly shewed 
their prisoners, and derided the people, 
thinking themselves out of reach of their 
shot. A young man from the centry- 
box fired at one who was making some 
indecent signs of defiance, and wounded 
him in the heel: Him they placed ona 
horse and carried away. Both divisions 
then met at the falls, where they had 
parted the evening before, and proceeded 
together to Capt. Woodman’s garrison. 
The ground being uneven, they ap- 
proached without danger, and from be- 
hind a hill kept up a long and severe fire 
at the hats and caps which the people 
within held up on sticks above the walls, 
without any other damage than galling 
the roof of the house. At length, appre- 
hending it was time for the people in the 
neighbouring settlements to be collected 
in pursuit of them, they finally with- 
drew; having killed and captivated be- 
tween ninety and an hundred persons, 
and burned about twenty houses, of 
which five were garrisons.* The main 
body of them retreated over Winnipi- 
seogee lake, where they divided their 
prisoners, separating those in particular 

* Charlevoix with his usual parade boasts of their hav- 
ing killed two hundred and thirty people, and burned 


fifty or sixty houses. He speaks of only two forts, both 
of which were stormed. 








who were most intimately connected, in 
which they often took a pleasure suited 
to their savage nature.* 


* * * * * * 


The scalps taken in this whole expe- 
dition were carried to Canada by Ma- 
dokawando, and presented to Count 
Frontenac, from whom he received the 
reward of his treacherous adventure. 


*Among these prisoners were Thomas Drew and his 


wife who were newly married. He was carried to Can- 


ada, where he continued two years and was redeemed. 
She to Norridgwog, and was gone four years, in which 
she endured every thing but death. She was delivered; 
of a child in the winter, in the open air, and in a violen 
snow storm. Being unable to suckle her child, or pro- 
vide it any food, the Indians killed it. She lived fourteen 
days on a decoction of-the bark of trees. Once they set 
her to drawa sled up a river against a piercing north- 
west wind, and left her. She was so overcome with the 
cold that she grew sleepy, laid down and was nearly 
dead, when they returned; they carried her senseless 
to a wigwam, and poured warm water down her throat, 
which recovered her. After her return to her husband, 
she had fourteen children; they lived together til! he was 
ninety three and she eighty nine years of age; they 
died within two days of each other and were buried in 
one grave, 





BUNKER GARRISON HOUSE 


A view which emphasizes the commanding character of the site. 


1905; lent by Miss M. E. Smith, Durham. 


From a photograph taken about 





THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF 
NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


The organization of The Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities marks an important departure 
from the usual form of antiquarian societies. Its sole object 
is fully indicated by its name. The most important antiqui- 
ties to be preserved are houses built in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries and in the first years of the nineteenth. 
The income of the Society, including membership dues and 
income from Life Membership Fund, will be used to obtain 
possession of the best of them. Each house purchased will 
be restored, if need be, and whenever feasible let to tenants 
under proper restrictions for the purpose of obtaining its 
best care and preservation. Some houses of surpassing in- 
terest which may be owned by the Society will probably 
always be open to the public, and maintained solely as 
memorials. Eventually it will be the Society’s plan to pre- 
serve smaller antiquities in a museum, sectional and national 
in character, conveniently placed in a fireproof building in 
Boston. 
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A very large membership is absolutely essential to the 
success of this Society, just as the Society is essential to 
the preservation of our fast vanishing antiquities. Persons 
wishing to become members should apply, enclosing cheque 
payable to Mr. William C. Endicott, to the Corresponding 
Secretary, Mr. W. Sumner Appleton, 20 Beacon Street, 
Boston, Mass. The classes of membership are: Life, $50; 
Active, $5 per year; Associate, $2 per year. All members, 
receive the Bulletin, but associate members may not vote’ 


or hold office. 
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